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Slater that she would teach better if
she did not wear underwear. He asked
another graduate student to give
women pointers on oral sex techniques.

Dr. Slater himself admitted that he
gave an employee a vegetable-shaped
vibrator and that he frequently com-
mented to his employees and students
about the appearance of women.

My staff spoke with one female grad
student who was required to attend a
strip club in order to discuss her aca-
demic work with Dr. Slater. The
woman has since left the field of as-
tronomy.

The second female grad student told
us that, during a one-on-one work
meeting with Dr. Slater, he told her
that all of the other graduate students
had had sex at his house, that he had
video cameras, and asked when she
would join him to have sex there. She
transferred out of Dr. Slater’s lab, los-
ing years of work.

This is a significant reason as to why
women hold fewer than one-third of the
faculty positions in science and engi-
neering.

Dr. Slater has said he is now re-
formed, which may be the case, but his
actions, however lurid, are just symp-
toms of a larger problem of how to ef-
fectively deal with sexual harassment
in academia.

I agree with Dr. Meg Urry, the presi-
dent of the American Astronomical So-
ciety, who said: “In my view, this is
what it would take to move the needle:
severe and visible consequences for vio-
lating policies on harassment—and
they do have to be visible.”

That is why I plan to introduce legis-
lation to require universities to inform
other universities of the final results of
a disciplinary proceeding. When stu-
dents, faculty, or staff whose conduct
has violated title IX transfer to an-
other institution, the universities to
which they are moving should be aware
of their past conduct.

I encourage anyone who has experi-
enced sexual harassment in science,
whether it is related to this incident or
another, to call my office.

Students enter astronomy to study
the stars, not their professors’ sex
lives. It is time to stop pretending sex-
ual harassment in science happened a
long time ago in a galaxy far, far away.

————
BARBARA STOCKTON PERRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. HOLDING) for 5
minutes.

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, on New
Year’s Day, we mourned the loss of a
great lady, Barbara Stockton Perry.
Today I rise to celebrate Barbara’s 89
years of life that she devoted to her
Christian faith, to her family, and to
her community.

Barbara was born on November 3,
1926, in the town of Franklin, which is
a small North Carolina mountain com-
munity that is tucked away under the
Great Smoky Mountains.
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Though the population was very
small, Barbara had a large personality
and a keen mind. She was the valedic-
torian of Franklin High School in 1943,
and she graduated cum laude from
Brenau College in 1947.
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She then went on to the University of
North Carolina in Chapel Hill School of
Law. She was the only woman in the
class of 1950, and she was a member of
the law review as well. This was classic
Barbara, distinguishing herself as a
highly intelligent woman who was not
afraid to break glass ceilings.

Barbara’s first position out of law
school was as assistant legal counsel to
the Belk Stores Corporation in Char-
lotte. Then, after marrying Warren
Perry in June of 1951, she moved to
Kinston, North Carolina, with him and
became a partner at Perry, Perry and
Perry law firm. There, she became in-
volved in the State bar and the local
bar and was named to the Board of
Governors of the North Carolina Bar
Association.

Community service was important to
Barbara. So throughout her life, she
donated her time and efforts to a long
list of organizations, including the
United Way, the North Carolina Sym-
phony, the Kinston Arts Council, the
Kinston-Lenoir County Bicentennial
Commission, and the Pride of Kinston
organization. A lifelong educational
advocate, Barbara also served on the
Board of Trustees of Parrot Academy,
Lenoir Community College, Brenau
University, and TUNC-Chapel Hill,
where she was elected to two terms on
the Board of Governors of the entire 16-
university UNC system.

In recognition of her contributions to
North Carolina, she was honored by
two North Carolina Governors, Jim
Holshouser and Pat McCrory. Both of
these Governors awarded her the Order
of the Long Leaf Pine. If ever anyone
instilled and fostered pride in the great
State of North Carolina, certainly it
was Barbara Stockton Perry.

Ever devoted to faith, Barbara served
for many years on the board of Angel
Ministries. She was a long-time mem-
ber of the Gordon Street Christian
Church and more recently joined the
Faith Fellowship Church.

While her contributions to her com-
munity are beyond measure, Barbara’s
true joy was her family. She lost the
love of her life, Warren, in 2003, but
theirs was a life filled with adventure.
By all accounts, they traveled the
world together and shared a dance on
all seven continents. At home, this ex-
traordinary lady was known to her
family simply as Mama Perry. She was
happiest when she was surrounded by
her children, grandchildren, and ex-
tended family.

Mr. Speaker, it is impossible to con-
dense the life of this truly remarkable
woman into a few short minutes. I will
close in saying that I was honored and
privileged to know her, and I give
thanks to Barbara Perry for devoting
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her life to her family, her community,
and her faith. She will be missed be-
yond measure. May God always bless
her.

——————

STATE OF THE ECONOMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY)
for 5 minutes.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY. Mr.
Speaker, last Friday, the Bureau of
Labor Statistics released the monthly
jobs report for December. It was an-
other in a long, uninterrupted string of
good reports. The report showed that
the economy gained 292,000 private sec-
tor jobs last month and that the unem-
ployment rate fell to 5 percent.

During 2015, the economy added near-
ly 2.7 million jobs. Nevertheless, many
of my colleagues across the aisle con-
tinue to talk as if the recovery under
President Obama has been lackluster.
They seem to forget the economic
meltdown that occurred under the
leadership of the prior administration.
But the millions of Americans who lost
their homes, their jobs, they haven’t
forgotten.

Let’s look at how far we have come
in the period after President Bush left
office. The truth is, the record is pretty
impressive. First, a reminder of where
we started. Back in January of 2009,
when President Bush left office and
President Obama was sworn in, the
economy shed nearly 820,000 private
sector jobs in January in 1 month
alone. As former Fed Chairman Ben
Bernanke described it, we were facing
the worst financial crisis in global his-
tory, including the Great Depression.

Between the end of 2007 and the sec-
ond quarter of 2009, real GDP fell by 4.2
percent. Around $17 trillion in house-
hold wealth evaporated during the
Great Recession. To put that number
in some perspective, $17 trillion is
about equal to our entire gross domes-
tic product, the sum total of all the
goods and services produced by the en-
tire economy of the United States for
all of 2014. That is a great deal of
money to lose. In fact, it would be al-
most enough to pay off our entire na-
tional debt.

In July of 2009, there were about
seven unemployed workers for every
single job opening in the country,
meaning that no matter how hard most
unemployed people tried to get a job,
six out of every seven of them were
going to be just out of luck. You may
recall that back then our colleagues
across the aisle were adamantly op-
posed to extending jobless benefits.

By October of 2009, the unemploy-
ment rate had reached 10 percent.
Housing prices were falling. Lending
was frozen. The stock market had
cratered. Businesses were failing. Peo-
ple all over the country were losing
their jobs, their homes, their savings,
and their hopes. It was a pretty ter-
rible time for millions of Americans.
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